experiments which showed that the removal of these antibodies by absorption with Reiter treponemes resulted in specific staining of the Nichols strain of Treponema pallidum. Immunological studies of six genital treponemesReiter, phagedenis, refringens, minutum, calligyra, and pallidum-were carried out by Dupouey in 1963. Using sera from syphilitic patients on all six organisms, he found only one common antigen. The common antigen shared between the Reiter treponeme and Treponema pallidum is the protein antigen which detects the common group antibody.
SYNOPSIS An immunofluorescence technique for demonstrating Treponema pallidum in fixed films made from suspected chancre exudate is described. The method used is basically a reversal of the fluorescent treponemal antibody absorption test. It makes use of the fact that by using a syphilitic serum from which group antibody has been absorbed by an extract of Reiter treponemes, leaving only specific antibody, Treponema pallidum can be indentified. Neither the non-pathogenic genital treponemes nor mouth treponemes showed any fluorescence when tested by the technique described.
All (Garner, 1967 
